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Step 2: Researching Your Topic
Prewriting, Researching Examples:  On a separate piece of paper, write down directly cited examples from Macbeth of at least two full sentences each that will support a thesis based on the topic on which you have chosen to write.   Be sure to use parenthetical citation format when citing your examples, complete with quotation marks, attribution, parenthesis, author’s name, page number, and correct punctuation.
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Example on Parenthetical Citation for a Play:
In a moment of existential angst, Macbeth muses how “Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player / That struts and frets his hour upon the stage / And then is heard no more: it is a tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / Signifying nothing” (Shakespeare 5.5.27-31).
Example on Parenthetical Citation for the Internet:
Shakespeare uses many supernatural elements in his tragedy Macbeth, “more so than in any other play he wrote. The witches represent the dark powers that have the capacity to influence men's decisions, but, more importantly, they are an outward representation of Macbeth's inner evil. The brooding and mystifying darkness is a recurring motif in the drama and, like the witches, symbolizes the darkness in Macbeth's heart and the evil nature of his horrible deeds” (Mabillard par. 3).
Your Research Must Include Examples of at Least Two Sentences Each to Accomplish the Following Criteria:

· 12 Examples from Macbeth Supporting the Thesis
· 2 Examples from Macbeth Supporting an Antithesis
· 2 Examples from the Internet Supporting the Thesis
· 2 Examples from the Internet Supporting an Antithesis
Tips for Finding Examples to Support Your Thesis:

· Look over all your cited examples in your reading responses
· Look over all your Cornell Notes.

· Click on the Macbeth: The On-Line Text of the Play link on our English IV-P web page
· Go to the Internet and search using the following key words: Macbeth + misogyny,         Macbeth + supernatural, Macbeth + witchcraft, Macbeth + gender roles,                                    Macbeth + feminism, Macbeth + existentialism, Macbeth + the mafia,                                                           Macbeth + Don Corleone, Macbeth + Tony Soprano
Note:  Don’t forget that you cannot cite sources from Wikipedia, SparkNotes, or any other summative type of web site, including citing anything from an essay web site.










































This essay meets the following English Language Arts Standards:  Writing Strategies-- Organization and Focus Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.  1.4 and 1.5; Writing Applications Standards 2.3, 2.5, and 2.6)


